
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
άL ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ōŜ ōƻǳƴŎƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΣ 
staying with one friend, then 
another, if I had not come to Just 
bŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎΣέ ǎŀȅǎ ¢ȅǊŜŎŀ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΦ  
ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǎǘŜǇǇƛƴƎ ǎǘƻƴŜΦέ 
 
After graduating from high school, 
Tyreca received training as a 
/ŜǊǘƛŦƛŜŘ bǳǊǎƛƴƎ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘΦ  {ƘŜΩǎ 
worked in retirement homes in 
that capacity, but as a single parent 
had difficulty making ends meet.  
In 2015, she was evicted from her 
ŀǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ άŎƻǳŎƘ-ǎǳǊŦŜŘέ 
among friends until she realized 
that she needed a long-term 
solution.  Just Neighbors, our 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ 
shelter for families, offered shelter 
and services for her and her young 
sons. 
  
At the intake interview, Tyreca was 
ƛƴ ǘŜŀǊǎΦ  {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ άL ŎǊƛŜŘΦ  L ǿŀǎ 
ǎŎŀǊŜŘΦ  L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ 
expect.  I thought others would 
ƭŀǳƎƘ ŀǘ ƳŜΦά  {ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ƛƴŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜ 
impressions, like so many others, 
of life in a shelter.  
  
{ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜΩŘ 
have a private room with beds and 
ŀ ŘǊŜǎǎŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ  {ƘŜΩŘ 
been living with her clothing in 
plastic tubs for so long that it took 
her quite a while to feel  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
comfortable unpacking and 
using the dresser. 
 
Her children responded well to 
shelter life and enjoyed playing  
with other children.  Tyreca felt 
supported by other families who 
were going through similar  
problems as they all looked for jobs 
and housing.   
 
Shirley Rork, her family case 
manager, helped Tyreca with 
money management and local 
resources.  Tyreca considers Shirley 
her mentor and contacts her from 
time to time with questions.  
¢ȅǊŜŎŀΩǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǳǇport is her 
grandmother, who travels from 
Ohio to help with child care. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tyreca has been employed 
throughout this journey, but her 
income was insufficient to support 
her and her children.  With perfect 
attendance and other traits, her 
employer is sponsoring her for 
training to become a Qualified 
Medication Aide, skills that will 
increase her income and move her 
toward her goal of becoming a 
Licensed Practical Nurse. 
 
When she left Just Neighbors in 
2015, Tyreca was able to rent a 2-
bedroom house with a fenced-in 
ōŀŎƪ ȅŀǊŘΦ  ¢ȅǊŜŎŀ ǎŀȅǎΣ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ 
exciting for us; the boys liked their 

Disney Cars 
ǘƘŜƳŜŘ ǊƻƻƳΦέ   

Tyreca was so 
grateful to Just 
Neighbors that 

she donated a portion of her 2015 
tax refund to cover another 
ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ǊŜƴǘŀƭ ŘŜǇƻǎƛǘΦ  
{ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ άL ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ 
every tax season.  I enjoy giving 
back.  It motivŀǘŜǎ ƳŜΦέ 
 
What advice does Tyreca give to 
othersΚ  {ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ ά{ǘŀȅ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘΦ  
Stay driven.  To be successful you 
have to really want to change.  
Listen to your case manager, follow 
advice, and you will better 
ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦέ 
 
 

www.JustNeighborsIHN.org 

A New Beginning  

Founded in 1999 as Interfaith Hospitality Network 

 Tyreca with sons, Gabe, 1, and Elijah, 3. 

 

Empowering Families from Homelessness to Self-Sufficiency  

ðHcėVYėgiWWYggZi`ė
you have to really 
want to change.ñ 

Employed but Homeless Mother Improves Life 

with Shelter and Services  

Fall 2016 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are many misleading myths 

about homelessness.  One such myth 

is that homelessness is a problem only 

for individuals; individuals walking our 

city streets with their belongings on 

their backs, struggling daily with 

mental illness and addiction.  There 

are such individuals in our community; 

they are deserving of our compassion 

and service; but theirs is not the only 

experience of homelessness.      

hǳǊ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΩǎ 

story of Tyreca 

challenges this 

myth.  She was a working mother who 

stumbled over some problems, got 

behind on her rent, and found herself, 
and her children, homeless.  She 

worked hard but could not maintain a 

home for her family.   She felt like a 
failure as a mother. She was 

emotionally and spiritually 

exhausted.  She was desperate and 

despairing. 

In the several weeks she resided in the 

Just Neighbors family center, she was 

ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ άŎŀǘŎƘ ƘŜǊ ōǊŜŀǘƘΣέ ǎŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜ 

money, develop additional life-skills, 

and make a plan for her life.  She was 

able to return to independent living 

with her children.  She will face 

challenges, as we all do, but is 

committed to remaining self-sufficient 

and to helping others overcome 

obstacles.    

Her story reminds us that not all those 

caught in the crisis of homelessness  

are individuals; many are parents and 

children. These families find 

themselves homeless for many 

reasons.   Sometimes it is loss of 

employment or inability to find a job 

that pays a wage sufficient to support 

a family.  Sometimes it is the result of 

a disabling medical condition or 

domestic violence.  Sometimes it is 

poor life choices.       

Regardless of their reason for 

homelessness, families deserve a 

second chance.  Parents deserve an 

opportunity to create a new beginning 

for themselves and their 

children.  Children deserve a safe and 

stable place to live and grow.  They 

deserve a home. 

¢ȅǊŜŎŀΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ 
can survive the crisis of homelessness 
and make their way in the world.  They 
can return to independence and self-
sufficiency. They can generously give 
back.  They can find meaning and 
purpose, hope and happiness in this 
gift that is life. 
 

Do you have a will?  

Free Simple Wills Drafted  
 

Do you have a will?  If not, lawyers are drafting free simple wills during 
the Leave a [ŜƎŀŎȅ ά²ǊƛǘŜ-A-²ƛƭƭέ program sponsored by the Planned 
Giving Council of Northeast Indiana. 
 
A simple will is one that allows for the naming of a personal representative 
for the estate, allows for simple, direct distribution of assets to surviving spouse, 
charities, and/or beneficiaries and follows all applicable state requirements for 
witnesses and signatures. 
 
There is no charge for the will if a charitable gift is made to a non-profit 
organization.  The gift would be paid to the organization upon the death of 
the individual. 
 

ATTORNEYS are from Benson, Pantello, Morris, James and Logan, LLP, a full-
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƭŀǿ ŦƛǊƳ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ол ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛƴ bƻǊǘƘŜŀǎǘ LƴŘƛŀƴŀΦ  .ƻǘƘ 
are members of the Indiana State and Allen County Bar Associations. 
   
DATE:    Monday, Oct. 17, 10:00 am to noon, Jack Morris 
               Thursday, Oct. 20, 1:00 ς 3:00 pm, Timothy Logan 
 

PLACE:   2925 E State Blvd. 
 

APPOINTMENT REQUIRED:  Contact Jane McGraw by 
Oct. 7 at 458-9772 or jane@ihnfw.org. 

 

 

TAX CREDITS AVAILABLE 

Donors can receive a 50% Indiana 
tax credit for gifts to Just 

bŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ LƴŘƛŀƴŀΩǎ 
Neighborhood Assistance Program 

(NAP). A minimum gift of $100 is 
required. Donors receive the credit 

when filing their state tax return. 
Tax credits are available on a first 
come, first served basis. Contact 

Sheila Brown at sheila@ihnfw.org. 

Myths About Homelessness  

 

Rev. Dr. Terry Anderson 
Executive Director 

Timothy Logan         Jack Morris 
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